
 

You2 sto2y in 6 wo2ds. 
visually represented 

through typography

Statement of Inquiry: Innovative typography can enhance the 
communication and exploration of creators' perspective within their personal 
narratives.

Global context: Personal and 
cultural expression
Key concept: Communication/
perspective
Related concepts: Audience, 
narrative and word choice

Inquiry questions:
Factual - what is a 6 word story? what is 
typography?
Conceptual - How does a typographer change 
plain, black text to show a deeper meaning or 
message?
Debatable - Can 6 words tell a full story?

NAME ………………………………………………..
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Your story in Six  ords 

Read the six word stories below and on the previous page.

I can’t keep my own secrets
Not quite what I was planning

Grandma’s birthday present, forever sits unopened
Might as well eat that cookie

My cover doesn’t match my book
This time, I actually hit send

“I’ll be back tomorrow.” Years ago
Genius born. Drunk driver. Genius lost

Sometimes I don’t recognize my reflection
Friendships last forever, lives do not

Answer the following questions in complete sentences:

1. Which one is your favorite six-word story? Why? 

2. Explain what you think this six-word story is about below:



Step 1:

In the box below, write as many words that you can think of about yourself. These can be 
your feelings, what you like or dislike, and activities you enjoy. Do not worry about spelling 
and do not cross anything out! You have three minutes:

Step 2:

 Look at the words you just wrote down. Circle three that are the most important or 
interesting to you. 

Step 3: 

Now look at your three words and pick only one. Write the word below and find five 
synonyms:

Word:

Five synonyms:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.



Step 4: 

Now you will free write about that word for three minutes in the box:



Step 5: 

Now the HARD part. Read over what you just wrote and summarize it in six words. Try 
some phrases out below:

Step 6: 

My story in six words is…

___________________________________________________________
Sources: 

Rasely-Phillips, Susanne. "Tips for Writing a 6 Word Memoir." YouTube. YouTube, 24 July 
2014. Web. 16 Oct. 2015. 

"SMITH Magazine Six-Word Memoirs." Six-Word Memoirs. Web. 16 Oct. 2015





a close2 look…

glue your favourite here…

ARTIST NAME___________________________________________________

Describe what you can see…

What do you think about the artwork…

What do you wonder about the artwork…



 

ty1e ex1e2i.ents…
Design 4 different styles of type that you think could represent your story… 
Visit dafont.com or 1001freefonts.com to help you with some ideas…

http://dafont.com
http://1001freefonts.com
http://dafont.com
http://1001freefonts.com


 

6isual b2ainsto2.
what kind of images/pictures/motifs/patterns could you include in your type to 
enhance the meaning of your story? Sketch small ideas on this page, as many 
as you can think of…



1lan  
Now its time to think about what kind of type artwork you want to create, you have many choices, 
you can work on paper with pencil, a painting, cut paper, collage, digital (photoshop or illustrator), 
what else can you think of? Complete 2 plans that are 2 different ideas… then we discuss the 
possibilities after. Complete in pencil and a little color - remember these are drafts, don’ t spend 
too long, save that energy for the artwork! :) 
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Approximate size:

Materials required and special techniques:

Where to display?

You have from 8:20am - 2:40pm to finish your artwork. Please fill in a timeline below showing how you will use 
your time to complete your type artwork:

8:20 - 10:35:

10:50 - 1:05:

1:45 - 2:40:



1. How does a typographer change pain, black text to show a deeper meaning or 
message?

2. Describe how your type artwork communicates your message to your audience 
more effectively than if it was just plain black words on paper

3. Do you believe 6 words can tell a full story? Explain…

4. If you could change your artwork, what would you do differently?

5. Choose a classmate’s artwork to discuss… describe what you have learnt about 
your classmate by viewing their artwork

6. Now imagine creating a 6 word story in English class without using Visual Art. 
What would be different? 

7. Explain the benefits of your English class and the Art class combining (e.g. what 
has been special about this project?)

Reflection…



MYP 8/9 - Phase 3 Language Acquisition and Visual Art IDU Assessment Criteria            Student Name ________________________ 
 
 LA: Criteria C: Communicating in response to 

spoken, written and visual text (Phase 3) 
LA: Criteria D: Using Language in spoken and 

written (Phase 3) 
VA: Criteria C: Thinking Creatively VA: Criteria D: Responding 

 Task Specific Clarification: 
 

! Artist statement 
 
 

Task Specific Clarification: 
 

! Artist statement 
! Reflection 

Task Specific Clarification: 
 

! Type experiments (ii) 
! Visual brainstorm (ii) 
! Planning (ii) 
! Proposal (i) 
! Final artwork (iii) 

 

Task Specific Clarification: 
 

! A closer look task (iii) 
! Artist Reflection (i & iii) 
! Final Artwork (ii) 

0 The student does not reach a standard described by any of the 
descriptors below. 

The student does not reach a standard described by any of the 
descriptors below. 

The student does not reach a standard described by any of the 
descriptors below. 

The student does not reach a standard described by any of the 
descriptors below. 

1
-
2 

The student: 
i) makes limited attempt to respond to spoken, written and visual 
text; responses are often inappropriate 
 
ii) interacts minimally in rehearsed and unrehearsed exchanges 
 
iii) expresses few ideas and feelings and communicates minimal 
information in familiar and some unfamiliar situations 
 
iv) communicates with a limited sense of audience and purpose. 

The student: 
i) has difficulty to write/speak using a basic range of vocabulary, 
grammatical structures and conventions; when speaking, uses 
pronunciation and intonation with many errors, making 
understanding difficult 
 
ii) organizes limited information and ideas, and basic cohesive 
devices are not used 
 
iii) makes minimal use of language to suit the context. 

The student: 
i) presents a limited outline of an artistic intention, which may lack 
clarity or feasibility  
 
ii) presents a limited outline of alternatives, perspectives, and 
imaginative solutions  
 
iii) demonstrates limited exploration of ideas through the 
developmental process, which may lack a point of realization.  
 

The student: 
i) presents a limited outline of connections and may transfer 
learning to new settings  
 
ii) creates a limited artistic response that is possibly inspired by the 
world around him or her  
 
iii) presents a limited evaluation of the artwork of self and others.  
 

3
-
4 

The student: 
i) responds to spoken, written and visual text, though some 
responses may be inappropriate 
 
ii) interacts to some degree in rehearsed and unrehearsed 
exchanges 
 
iii) expresses some ideas and feelings and communicates some 
information in familiar and some unfamiliar situations; ideas are 
not always relevant or detailed 
 
iv) communicates with some sense of audience and purpose. 

The student: 
i) writes/speaks using a basic range of vocabulary, grammatical 
structures and conventions, with some inappropriate choices; 
when speaking, uses pronunciation and innovation with some 
errors, so me of which make understanding difficult 
 
ii) organizes some information and ideas, and uses a limited range 
of basic cohesive devices, not always appropriately 
 
iii) uses language to suit the context to some degree. 

The student: 
i) presents an adequate outline of a clear and/or feasible artistic 
intention  
 
ii) presents an adequate outline of alternatives, perspectives, and 
imaginative solutions  
 
iii) demonstrates adequate exploration of ideas through the 
developmental process to a point of realization.  
 

The student: 
i) presents an adequate outline of connections and occasionally 
transfers learning to new settings  
 
ii) creates an adequate artistic response that is occasionally 
inspired by the world around him or her  
 
iii) presents an adequate evaluation of the artwork of self and 
others.  
 

5
-
6 

The student: 
i) responds appropriately to spoken, written and visual text 
 
ii) interacts considerably in rehearsed and unrehearsed exchanges 
 
iii) expresses ideas and feelings and communicates information in 
familiar and some unfamiliar situations; ideas are relevant and 
detailed 
 
iv. communicates with a considerable sense of audience 
and purpose. 

The student: 
i) writes/speaks making good use of a basic range of vocabulary, 
grammatical structures and conventions , generally accurately; 
when speaking , uses pronunciation and intonation with some 
errors, though these do not interfere with comprehensibility 
 
ii) organizes information and ideas well, and uses a limited range 
of basic cohesive devices accurately 
 
iii) usually uses language to suit the context. 

The student: 
i) presents a substantial outline of a clear and feasible artistic 
intention  
 
ii) presents a substantial outline of alternatives, perspectives, and 
imaginative solutions  
 
iii) demonstrates substantial exploration of ideas through the 
developmental process to a point of realization.  
 

The student: 
i) presents a substantial outline of connections and regularly 
transfers learning to new settings  
 
ii) creates a substantial artistic response that is  
regularly inspired by the world around him or her  
 
iii) presents a substantial evaluation of the artwork of self and 
others.  
 

7
-
8 

The student: 
i) responds in detail and appropriately to spoken, written and 
visual text  
 
ii) interacts confidently in rehearsed and unrehearsed exchanges 
 
iii) effectively expresses a wide range of ideas and feelings and 
communicates information in familiar and some unfamiliar 
situations; ideas are relevant and opinions are supported by 
examples and illustrations 
 
iv) communicates with an excellent sense of audience and 
purpose. 

The student: 
i) writes/speaks effectively using a basic range of vocabulary, 
grammatical structures and conventions accurately; occasional 
errors do not interfere with communication. When speaking, uses 
clear pronunciation and excellent intonation, making 
communication easy 
 
ii) organizes information and ideas clearly, and uses a range of 
basic cohesive devices accurately; there is a logical structure and 
cohesive devices add clarity to the message 
 
iii) uses language effectively to suit the context. 

The student: 
i) presents an excellent outline of a clear and feasible artistic 
intention  
 
ii) presents an excellent outline of alternatives, perspectives, and 
imaginative solutions  
 
iii) demonstrates excellent exploration of ideas through the 
developmental process to a point of realization.  
 

The student: 
i) presents an excellent outline of connections with depth and 
insight,  and effectively transfers learning to new settings  
 
ii) creates an excellent artistic response that is effectively inspired 
by the  world around him or her 
  
iii) presents an excellent evaluation of the artwork of self and 
others.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



MYP 8/9 - IDU Assessment Criteria                  Student Name _________________________ 
 
 
 IDU Criteria A Disciplinary grounding 

 
IDU Criteria B Synthesizing 

 
IDU Criteria C Communicating 

 
IDU Criteria D Reflecting 

 
 Task Specific Clarification: 

 
! All planning tasks 
! Final Artwork 
! Reflection 
! Artist statement 

 
(joint assessment of collaborating teachers) 

Task Specific Clarification: 
 

! Artist statement 

Task Specific Clarification: 
 

! Artist statement (sources) (ii) 
! Final Artwork (i) 

Task Specific Clarification: 
 

! Reflection  

0 The student does not reach a standard described by any of the 
descriptors below. 

The student does not reach a standard described by any of the 
descriptors below. 

The student does not reach a standard described by any of the 
descriptors below. 

The student does not reach a standard described by any of the 
descriptors below. 

1
-
2 

The student:  
demonstrates limited relevant disciplinary grounding.  
 

The student:  
establishes few and/or superficial connections between 
disciplinary knowledge.  
 

The student:  
i) communicates interdisciplinary understanding with little 
structure, clarity or coherence.  
 
 

The student:  
i) reflects on himself or herself as a  disciplinary and 
interdisciplinary learner in a limited way   
 
ii) outlines the contribution of  selected disciplines in a limited way.   
 

3
-
4 

The student:  
demonstrates some relevant disciplinary grounding.  
 

 The student:  
connects disciplinary knowledge to achieve adequate 
understanding.  
 

The student:  
i) communicates interdisciplinary  understanding with some clarity 
and coherence  
  
ii) identifies sources.   
  

The student:  
i) reflects on himself or herself as a  disciplinary and 
interdisciplinary learner 
   
ii) states some limitations and  benefits of disciplinary and 
interdisciplinary knowledge in specific situations.   
 

5
-
6 

 The student:  
demonstrates most necessary disciplinary grounding.  
 

The student:  
synthesizes disciplinary knowledge to demonstrate 
interdisciplinary understanding.  
 

The student:  
i) communicates interdisciplinary  understanding  that is generally 
well organized  and coherent, recognizing appropriate forms or 
media   
 
ii) identifies relevant sources.   
 

The student:  
i) consistently reflects on himself or herself as a disciplinary 
and  interdisciplinary learner   
 
ii) describes some benefits and  limitations of disciplinary and 
interdisciplinary knowledge in specific situations.   
 

7
-
8 

The student:  
demonstrates extensive necessary disciplinary grounding.  
 

The student:  
synthesizes disciplinary knowledge to demonstrate consistent  and 
thorough interdisciplinary understanding.  
 

The student:  
i) communicates interdisciplinary  understanding that is clear and 
well structured, beginning to use the selected forms or media 
appropriately   
 
ii) documents relevant sources.   
 

The student:  
i) consistently reflects with sophistication on himself or herself  as a 
disciplinary and interdisciplinary learner   
 
ii) explains the limitations and  benefits of disciplinary and 
interdisciplinary knowledge in specific situations.   
 

 
 
VA:   /16 
 
 
LA:  /16 
 
 
IDU:  /32 
 
 
TOTAL GRADE: 
 
COMMENT: 
 
 


