
 BISS Secondary Art          MYP 10 

Interpreting a Theme 1-Sheet 

  
Global Context:   Personal & Cultural Expression 
Key Concept:    Communication 
Related Concept/s:   Interpretation & Expression   
(SOI) Statement of Inquiry: Artists can interpret themes in unique and innovative ways 
Inquiry Questions… 
 Factual:   What are some themes Artists explore in their work? 
 Conceptual:   How can we interpret/see an artists view on a particular theme? 

Debatable:   Does an artwork have to have a theme? 
Unit description: In this unit you will be choosing your own theme and interpreting it in a 

unique and innovative way that is all you! You will research your own artist 
influences and choose your own materials and techniques. This is a great 
unit to introduce you to the way you will work in DP Visual Arts. 

Task/s to complete: 
1. CHOOSE A THEME: Choose one theme from this list: Connections, Isolation, Under Pressure, Peace. Make notes 

about your first impression of this theme, what does it mean to you? Complete the Q&A on your theme. 
2. VISUAL BRAINSTORM: Complete a visual brainstorm of possible images and text that could represent/symbolize 

your theme. This should include your own sketches, images from online (high-resolution), pictures cut from 
magazines and found materials. Annotate your choices, explaining how they match your theme. 

3. PHOTOGRAPHY: What can you photograph to explain your theme? People? Objects? Locations? Take 
approximately 20 photos using a variety of techniques (high angle, low angle, close up, focus manipulation etc.) 

4. OBSERVATIONAL DRAWING: Complete 2 pages of sketches (they can be small thumbnail sketches or large 
sketches). These sketches can be directly from life or from your photographs. 

5. ARTIST INFLUENCE RESEARCH: Choose 3 artist influences and analyse carefully their formal qualities that could 
influence your work and also their conceptual theme (if it fits). Your teacher will provide with guidance on this task. 

6. DEVELOPMENT: Complete 3 development concept sketches that test 4 different ideas about compositional 
arrangements, imagery selection, material choice and possibilities for communicating your theme and ideas. These 
must be annotated to show your understanding and decision-making. 

7. CLASS CRITIQUE: Give and receive meaningful feedback during the class critique session. This session is 
organsied to help you finalize your ideas for your final composition. 

8. FINAL COMPOSITION: Complete one final compositional study that finalizes your ideas; how the artists have 
influenced your work and how your work communicates your theme. Use short annotated notes to explain. 

9. ARTIST INTENTION: Write a short paragraph explaining your “artist intention”. You must include how your artists 
have influenced you and how you have communicated your theme. 

10. MATERIAL TESTING & INVESTIGATION: After discussing your ideas with your teacher you will be completing a 
material investigation – depending on what materials you decide to use your teacher will help with any new 
techniques you may need to learn – photograph your process, print and record notes in you process journal. 

11. CREATING YOUR FINAL WORK: 
12. ARTIST STATEMENT: to be displayed next to your work – very similar to artist intention. Your teacher will provide 

you with guidance. 
13. REFLECTION: A final reflection that demonstrates your understanding of installation Art, key and related concepts, 

the statement of Inquiry and answering inquiry questions. 
14. SELF-ASSESSMENT: Grade yourself on the rubric provided before handing in to the teacher. 


